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SUBJECT: AQUINO CASE: VISIT OP ROBERT TRENT JONES, JR. 

REF: MANILA 1579 

1. ROBERT TRENT JONES, JR., LONG TIME FRIEND OP SENATOR 

AQUINO, CALLED ON CHARGE MAY 24. JONES HAD MET WITH AMBASSADOR 
SULLIVAN ON SAME SUBJECT IN LATE JANUARY (REPTEL). JONES SAID 
HE HAD IMPRESSION PROM DISCUSSIONS WITH HIS PILIPINO CONTACTS, 
INCLUDING ENRIQUE ZOBEL, HEAD OP AYALA CLAN, THAT NOW A 
PROPITIOUS TIME TO MOVE POR RELEASE OP AQUINO. CITING HERRERA 
CASE, CHARGE REVIEWED IN GENERAL TERMS OUR ONGOING EPPORT 
PROMOTE HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING THOSE OP AQUINO. HE EM- 
PHASIZED OUR EPPORT TO WORK QUIETLY AND NOT APPEAR TO BE 
PRESSURING MARCOS. JONES APPRECIATED OUR STRATEGY, BUT 
REITERATED HIS VIEW THAT NOW A PARTICULARLY GOOD TIME TO PUSH 
POR RESOLUTION OP CASE. CHARGE SAID HE COULD UNDERSTAND WHY 
JONES PELT THIS WAY, BUT THAT WE WISHED TO AVOID CREATING 
PAUSE EXPECTATIONS FOR MRS. AQUINO, AS WELL AS CONVEYING OR 
HAVING JONES CONVEY ERRONEOUS SIGNALS TO AQUINO PAMILY. 

2. JONES REPEATED HE AND AQUINO'S OTHER PRIENDS WANTED TO BE 
HELPPUL. HE RECALLED THAT DURING PERPETUATION OP TESTIMONY 
EXERCISE IN 1975 AQUINO PAMILY ASKED HIM TO SPEAK OUT. 

PACT THAT THEY WERE NOT ASKING SAME THING NOW SEEMED 
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INDICATIVE OP AT LEAST SOME CONPIDENCE ON THEIR PART THINGS 
GOING BETTER. AS PRACTICAL MATTER JONES THOUGHT HE AND 
HIS PRIENDS COULD ARRANGE APPOINTMENT POR AQUINO AT EITHER 
HARVARD OR STANPORD. 

3. APTER MEETING WITH CHARGE, JONES TOLD EMBOPP HE THOROUGHLY 
UNDERSTOOD OUR POSITION, BUT WAS MOST ANXIOUS NOT TO LET 
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THIS FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY PASS. HE INDICATED HE WOULD DISCUSS 
CASE WITH HIS ERIEND, SENATOR CRANSTON, AND RAISE IT UP 
WITH OTHER ERIENDS IN GOVERNMENT. JONES SAID HE WAS WILLING 
TO HELP OR WORK WITH DEPARTMENT ON CASE. EMBOFE PROMISED 
WE WOULD INFORM DEPARTMENT. 

4. COMMENT: JONES IS OLD ERIEND OE AQUINO WHO HAS STOOD BY 
HIM EVEN WHEN IT APPEARED HIS EOYALTY MIGHT IMPACT UNFAVORABLY 
ON HIS BUSINESS INTERESTS HERE. UNDERSTANDABLY HE IS ANXIOUS 
NOT TO MISS WHAT HE PERCEIVES AS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO 
HELP HIS FRIEND. AS PRACTICAL MATTER, THERE SEEMS NO DIRECT 
ROLE HE CAN PLAY AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME, BUT RECOMMEND 
DEPARTMENT BE IN TOUCH WITH HIM WHEN HE IS NEXT IN WASHINGTON. 
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